DIONYSIUS OF THE NATIVITY (Peter Berthelot, 1600-38)
Blessed, martyr, priest (D)

REDEMPTUS OF THE CROSS (Thomas Rodriguez, 1598?-1638)
Blessed, martyr (D)
Peter Berthelot was born at Honfleur (Calvados, France) on Dec. 12, 1800, and as a
young man went to sea, visiting Spain, England and America. In 1619 he went to India,
where, as cosmographer and first pilot of the kings of France and of Portugal, he
distinguished himself by his valor and genius. Proof of the latter are his Maritime Tables,
sketched with great ability and preserved in the British Museum (Ms. Sloan 197). In
1635, while in Goa, he took counsel with his spiritual director, Father Philip of the Most
Trinity, and consequently joined the Discalced Carmelites. He made his profession on
Dec. 25, 1636, with the name of Dionysius of the Nativity. He was ordained a priest on
Aug. 24, 1638. According to the testimony of the same Father Philip, he was an example
of virtue to all the religious, both in the novitiate and after his profession. He was
graced with the gift of contemplation; and more than once during prayer he appeared
surrounded by heavenly splendors.
In 1638, the Viceroy Peter da Silva sent Francis de Souza de Castro as ambassador to the
sultan of Achén (Sumatra). The ambassador wished to have Dionysius with him as a
spiritual guide as well as a maritime expert and someone versed in the Malayan
language. Father Dionysius, in turn, took as his companion Thomas Rodriguez, who had
been born in Portugal about 1598 and joined the Carmelites as a lay brother, with the
name of Redemptus of the Cross.
The two left Goa with the delegation on Sept. 25, 1638, and after a successful voyage
arrived at Achén on Oct. 25. The joy with which they were received was feigned; they
were soon made prisoners. Dionysius and Redemptus were tormented and tried more
than the others, for the purpose of making them renounce their Catholic faith and
embrace Islam. While in prison, Dionysius deprived himself even of necessities in his
charity for others, whom he strengthened by his words, his help and his example. Both
were condemned to death: Redemptus was one of the first to die, while Dionysius was
martyred last, as he himself desired, in order to be able to strengthen the others. He
was killed on Nov. 29, 1638, by a sword-blow that split his head in two. Both Carmelites
were beatified by Pope Leo XIII on June 10, 1900; and their feast is celebrated by both
branches of the Order on Nov. 29.
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