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Li fe  i s  Workh d iv ing  

THEl SPIRITTIALI'PY OF ST, TREXiESE, THE: LITTLE FLOWER 

by br. Kevin Shanley, 0,Carn. 

Within 1s years  of t h e  dea th  of St. Thereae of Lisieruc, 

b e t t e r  known a s  "The L i t t l e  Flower," Pope f i u s  X o a l l e d   he^ 

* the  g r e a t e s t  s a i n t  of modern times." But how oould an 

obseaure Carmeltte nu who l i v e d  i n  a c l o i s t e r e d  convent i n  % 
a remote p a r t  of ~ r a n i e  and d ied  a t  the  age of 24, besome 

worthy of such a t i t l e  and be venerated throughout t h e  

Chr i s t i an  world and beyond? 

To f i n d  t h e  answer, t h i s  w r i t e r  v i s i t e d  the  Rev, John 

Malley, O,Carm,, former p r i o r  ~ e n e r a l  of t h e  Carmelites and 

now d i r e c t o r  of t h e  C a m e l i t e  Missions, i n  Darien, Ill, 

Question2 How do you expla in  t h e  worldwide devotion t o  

S t .  Therese? 

~ n a w e r q r  I c e l l  t h i s  experience t h e  'mysteryt1 of the  
b 

Li* t l e  Flower, As S t ,  Paul s a i d  i n  h i s  L e t t e r  t o  the  Corinthians,  

%ad chosa those whom t h e  world cons iders  absurd t o  shame t h e  

wise; he s ing led  o u t  the  weak of t h i s  world t o  shame the  s t rong,  

Re chose t h e  worldNs low-born and despised,  those who count f o r  

nothing, t o  reduce t o  nothing those who were something; s o  tha  p 
mankind can do no boas t ing  before  6odOw 



Fr .  ~ e v i n /  LIB% t3t. ~ h e r e a e ) /  Z? 

I n  addi t ion ,  t h i s  young Carmelite, who had only f i v e  

years  of formal  schooling, a n t i c i p a t e d  by 70 years  some of 

t h e  mador teachinas  of Vatican I11 her emphasfs on t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  

of Sacred Scr ip tu re ;  he r  unders t and iw of the  Church; her 

i n s i g h t s  on Nary a s  t h e  Woman of Fai th ;  and, her  message of' 

love  and t r u s t  t o  a world a l i e n a t e d  from Bod a r e  c e r t a i n l y  

from t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  

Fjut t o  t r u l y  understand the  #mysteryw of S t .  Therese and 

the  popular  devotion t o  her today, we must acknowledge Bod's 

loving  plan.  It was H i s  choice t h a t  made S t .  Therese a channel 

of grace t o  our world a t  a s p e c i a l  moment i n  h i s to ry .  

Quest ions Are t h e r e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  which might help t o  

expla in  devotion t o  St .  Therese, on a human l e v e l ?  

Answerr On a human l e v e l ,  @od used two o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  

The memory of S t .  Therese would s u r e l y  have passed from h i s t o r y  

had i t  not  been f o r  two events  inmediately f o l l o w ~ n ~  her  detathr 

f i rs t ,  the  pub l i ca t ion  of her  autobiography "The Story of a Soul''; 

and, the  outpouring of miraculous a s s i s t a n c e  t o  thousands of 

people who asked f o r  her  in te rcess ion .  

Eer autobiography f i rs t  appeared inr-e l imi ted  print in^ of 

4i,oOO copies  a year  a f t e r  her  death i n  1097, and is now published 

i n  some 50 languages. 

I n  add i t ion ,  S t .  Therese s t r o n ~ l y  believed t h a t  he&ission 

i n  heaven would be t o  make 60d loved by a l l  a s  she he r se l f  had 

loved H i m  on e a r t h ,  A s  she s a i d  t o  her  s i s t e r s :  "I f e e l  t h a t  

I'm about t o  e n t e r  i n t o  my r e s t .  But I f e e l  e s&ec ia l ly  t h a t  
L 

my mission i s  about t o  begin,  my mission of making God loved 



a s  I love  Him,  of g i v i n p  my l i t t l e  way t o  sou l s .  If God 

answers d e s i r e s ,  my heaven w i l l  be s p e n t  on e a ~ t h  u n t i l  

t h e  end of t h e  world. Y e s ,  I want t o  spend my heaven i n  doing 

good on earth.. .* Bod would n o t  have g iven  me t h e  d e s i r e  of doing 

good on e a r t h  a f t e r  my death ,  i f  He d i d n a t  wish t o  r e a l i z e  it ." 
Question: What would you cons ide r  t o  be t h e  r e a l  "essenceH 

of  St.  Therese 's  s p i r i t u a l i t y ?  

~ n s g w e r r  It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t i m a t e  S t .  Therese ' s  i n t e n s e  
u 

and e x c l u s i v e  love  f o r  God, bu t  h e r  s p i r i t u a l i t y  beg ins  w i th  t h i s  

t r u t h .  Her s i s t e r  Pau l ine  once s a i d  of h e r ?  ':She brea thed  t h e  

love  of 8od j u s t  as I b rea the  lair.w d t .  Therese  couldn ' t  imagine 

what more she  could en joy  a f t e r  h e r  dea th  t h a n  she a l r e a d y  enjoyed 

i n  l i f e .  She d idn ' t  exper ience  Qod i n  any e x t r a o r d i n a r y  way, bu t  

s h e  was wi th  H i m  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  she  completely be l i eved  and 

tmrsted i n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  words of S t .  John: '%od i s  love ,  and 

whoever remains i n  love ,  remains i n  God and Bod i n  him.@ 

F o r  f u r t h e r  in format ion  on S t .  The wf5ter  Carmel i te  

Missions,  1317 Frontage Rd., Darien,  I L  60561. 


