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L i fe  i s  Worth Glving 

Who 1s This Man Called S a i n t  Pa t r l ck?  

by Fr.  Kevin Shanley, O.Cam. 

Few h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  down through t h e  ages have 

had t o  enduring s o  many myths and legends a s  S t .  P a t r i c k  

of I re land.  So math of h i s  au then t i c  h i s t o r y  has been 

3? drowned i n  a  sea  of time and hyperbo t h a t  the  person has 

become almost a  && c a r i c a t u r e  of himself,  And much - 
t h e  same goes f o r  h i s  g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  

And were i t  not  f o r  h i s  two r a t h e r  b s i e f  wr i t ings ,  h i s  

ttConfessions't and h i s  " L e t t e r  t o  Coroticus'i the  wopld would 

know even l e s s  about h i s  au then t i c  s e l f .  

He was a  man of v l s i o n  who, although kidnapped by I r i s h  

marauders and forced  t o  l i v e  a s  a  s l a v e  i n  I r e l a n d  f o r  s i x  

years ,  y e t  be l ieved t h a t  God had chosen him t o  convert  t h e  

e n t i r e  i s l a n d  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  Aq he r e l a t e s  i n  h i s  "Con- 

fess ion ,"  P a t r i c k  had two g r e a t  v i s i o n s  which guided h i s  

l i f e .  The f i r s t  came t o  him a s  a  mysterious voice which 

t o l d  him t h a t  h i s  years  of s l ave ry  in I r e l a n d  were over, 

and s a i d ,  "Look, your s h i p  i s  ready." 

The second v i s ion ,  a f t e r  he had re tu rned  t o  Br i t a fn ,  

came i n  a  drearn.~Victoricus,  a  man Pa t r iuk  knew i n  I r e l and ,  

came t o  him i n  the  dream with many l e t t e r s .  One, e n t i t l e d  

"The Voice of the I r i sh , ' '  he handed t o  Pa t r i ck .  
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When he had f i n i s h e d  t h e  e t t e r c s  t i t l e ,  P a t r i c k  heard 1 
a g r e a t  many vo ices  c r y i n g  outa ''Holy l a d ,  we beg you t o  come 

and walk among u s  once more." P a t r i c k  was s o  deeply moved 

t h a t  he was unable  t o  con t inue  r ead ing  and woke up , convinced 

more f u l l y  t h a t  h i s  miss ion  t o  t h e  I r i s h  would be h i s  g r e a t  

l i f e ' s  work. 

But t h e  miss ion  would be a  d i f f i c u l t  one, even though 

P a t r i c k  had l ea rned  t h e  language of t h e  I r i s h  and many of t h e i r  

customs. H e  would be conf ron ted  wi th  a pagan and b a r b a r i a n  

people.  But by t h e  time he concluded h i s  miss ion,  P a t r i c k  

was more than p l eased  t h a t  t h e  I r i s h  had given up s l a v e  t r a d i n g ,  

t h e i r  former  human s a c r i f i c e  was now unth inkable ,  and even t h e i r  

wars became more conf ined  and l i m i t e d .  

It seems t h a t  P a t r i c k ' s  own f a i t h  and h i s  exper ience  a s  

a  mys t ic  made God seem v e r y  r e a l  i n  every a s p e c t  of c r e a t i o n .  

P a t r i c k  saw God a t  work i n  t h e  world,  and he helped t h e  I r i s h  

t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  beauty of God's c r e a t i o n .  This  i s  s t i l l  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of C e l t i c  S p i r i t u a l i t y  t o  t h i s  day. And when 

P a t r i c k  began h i s  miss ionary  work i n  I r e l a n d ,  he l i v e d  among 

t h e  I r i s h  a s  t h e  w i tnes s  t o  C h r i s t  and H i s  s a l v a t i o n .  P a t r i c k  

f e l t  humbled and honored t h a t  he was chosen f o r  t h i s  work, and 

he t r e a t e d  t h e  I r i s h  w i th  r e s p e c t  and unders tanding.  And he 

d i e d  wi th  t h e  -hops t h a t  h i s  work i n  I r e l a n d  would be permanent 

and enduring.  And s o  i t  was. 
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What is  even more s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i n  a  way, about P a t r i c k ' s  

miss ion t o  the I r i s h  i s  t h a t  he i s  the  f i r s t  missionary t o  

conve 'P' t people  ou t s ide  the  Roman Empire. hben though C h r i s t  

had commanded h i s  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  Gospel t o  a l l  nahions,  

they j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  around t o  doing t h a t ,  Perhaps t h e  reason 

f o r  t h e i r  r e luc tance  is t h a t  those w i t h i n  t h e  Roman Empire were 
e 

n o t  a l though9er  s u r e  t h a t  the  ba rba r i ans  were t r u l y  - 
L 

human. P a t r i c k  was convinced they  were, and became t h e i r  

pathway t o  Chr is t , and  changed f o r e v e r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  h i s t o r y  

of the  world. 

There i s  an o ld  legend t h a t  p e r s i s t s  t o  t h i s  day about 

P a t r i c k  and t b e  I r i s h ,  It i s  s a i d  t h a t  on Judgment Day, 

C h r i s t  wPll Judge a l l  t h a t  n a t i o n s  of the  world, b u t  when 

it comes t o  t b e  I r i s h ,  i t  w i l l  be S t .  P a t r i c k  who w i l l  weight 

them i n  t h e  balance of l i f e  and good deeds. This  w i l l  

c e r t i n l g  be a  g r e a t  b l e s s i n g  f o r  the  I r i s h !  
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(Fr.  Kevin Shanley, O.Carm., i s  a s t a f f  member a t  

the  C a m e l i t e  S p i r i t u a l  Center i n  Darien,  IL 60561) 


