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THE SCARS OF WAR AND THE PfEED FOR FOR3IVEP4l3SS 

by Fr .  Kevin Shanley, O.Carm. 

The somehhat r e c e n t  spa te  of execut ions i n  I l l i n o i s  

and o the r  p a r t s  of the  country,  fol lowing an ahnost 30-year 

moratorium , brought a f lood  of l e t t e r s ,  p ro  and oon, about 

the  i s s u e  of t h e  dea th  penal ty .  Strong opinions f i l l e d  t h e  

k Hlet ters  t o  the  d i t o r n  s e c t i o n  of our d a i l y  and weekly news- 

papers,  the  a i r  h waves of t a l k  show hos t s ,  and t h e  u 
a a s u a l  aonversat ion of ordinary people. 

One l e t t e r  i n  p a r t i o u l a r ,  w r i t t e n  t o  an a rea  newspaper, 

s t r u e k  a deep and resounding cord i n  my memory. The w r i t e r  

used the centur ies-o ld  c o n f l i o t  between t h e  Engl ish  and t h e  

I r i s h ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  1919-21 Anglo-Irlsh War ( o r  the  
1 

Black-and-Tan War a s  the  I r i s h  dubbed i t ) ,  as a j u s t i d i c a t i o n  

f o r  the  r e t u r n  t o  the  use of t h e  dea th  penal ty.  "And even 

today, the  I r i s h  remember and w i l l  never  fo rg ive  the  B r i t i s h  

f a r  t u r n i n g  or iminals  loose on them." This  was t h e  l e t t e r -  

w r i t e r ' s  main sentfment. He wanted the  r e s t o r a t i o n  of the 

dea th  pena l ty  i n  I l l i n o l s  and elsewhere. 

The l e t t e r  brought me back t o  r e f l e c t i n g  on my own 

l a t e  Fa the ras  experienoe of f i g h t i n g  f o r  independence i n  

t h e  I r i s h  E a s t e r  Week Rebellton of 1916, h i s  subsreguent 

imprisonment a t  Wakefield Prison Camp i n  England, and h f s  

l a t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  Anglo-Irish War. Yet he was 

a g e n t l e  man of peace. 
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PIy Father  bore the p a i n f u l  s o a r s  of war through the r e s t  

of h i s  l i f e ,  including phys ica l  a i lments  such a s  asthma. He 

seldom spoke of those yea r s ,  even t o  h i s  immediate family. 

But my s t a r k e s t  memory of him years  ago was when he would 

pace up and down t he  k i t chen  of our f l a t  on t h e  West Side 

of Je r sey  City, N.J. The paue and d i s t a n c e  were always 

the  same. I l a t e r  found out t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  exact  d i s t ance  

of h i s  c e l l  i n  Wakefield Prison Camp. 

H i s  re luotanoe t o  t a l k  about those p a i n f u l  yea r s  was 

ooupled with h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  r e t u r n  t o  the  'Ould Sod" years 

l a t e r  with t h e  Family. 
n 

"It was t o o l  p a i n f u l  t o  leave once," he explained, 'and 
L/ 

I dons t  want t o  do t h a t  again." Be never returned.  

Leason of Forgiveness 

One of the  most important lessons  t h a t  I learned from g 

Father ,  however, was t h a t  of forgivenss .  I n  s p i t e  of h i s  own 

p a s t  experiences,  he o f t e n  spoke of the  English people who had 

helped him, who spoke ou t  f o r  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  I r i s h ,  and who 

were embarrassed by t h e i r  Bovernment@s p o l i c i e s  towards t h e  - 

t i n y  i s l a n d  nation. 

If we seek only revenge, he would say, then we should 

remember the  o ld  I r i s h  saying; "An eye f o r  an eye makes a l l  

men blind,' He d5d not  wish bl indness  on e i t h e r  people. 

Over the years ,  I have o f t en  r e f l e o t e d  on my Father 's  

to lerance  and forg ivenss ,  of h i s  men and women 

t o  l i v e  i n  peaoe, and of h l s  g r e a t  devot ion t o  t h e  person 

and non-violenoe doc t r ine  of Mahatma Gandhi of India .  



Maria 
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Down through these  many years ,  my F a t h e r t s  words have 

echoed on my memory and impeled my involvement with va r ious  

groups t o  seek peaoe, promote l i f e ,  and t o  b r i n e  about 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  f o r  people. 

H i s  words, "An eye f o r  an eye makes a l l  men 

continue t o  help me t o  seek peace and forgiveness .  


