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Few youngsters  who prowl the dusky gloom on Halloween 

t o  r i n g  d o o r b e l l s  f o r  " t r i c k - o r - t r e a t "  r e q u e s t s  a r e  aware 

t h a t  they a r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  a C e l t i c  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  goes back 

some 20 c e n t u r i e s .  f i c h  of the  t r a d i t i o n ,  however, has become 

obscured by the passage of t ime,  But when t h e  Church turned 

the  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n t o  A l l  Hallows Eve (Oct. 31st) and t h e  next  

day i n t o  A l l  S a i n t s  Feas t ,  t he  custo& and c e l e b r a t i o n  were 
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given a new meaning and s p i r i t u a l i t y .  

A l l  S a i n t s  Feas t  

It i s  s t i l l  debated how A l l  S a i n t s  Day began a s  a rep lace-  

v ment t h e  C e l t i c  f e ~ s t i v a l  which marked the  beginning of t h  ir 

New Year and t h e  advent of win ter .  About t h e  year  610 A.D., 

t h e  Roman Emperor Phocas gave a g i f t  of t he  Roman Pantheon 

(where t h e  pagan Roman gods and goddesses were worshipped) 
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t o  Pope Boniface I V  who then  re-dedicated the  p lace  

under t h e  t i t l e  "Santa Maria ad Martyres" ( S t .  Mary of t h e  

~ a r t y r s ) .  Other soho la r s  p o i n t  t o  Pope Gregory 111 (731-741) 

a s  the  o r i g i n a t o r  of t h e  f e a s t  when he dedica ted  an o r a t o r y  

t o  "~11 Saints1' i n  S t ,  P a t e r l s  B a s i l i c a  i n  Rome, 

But noted s c h o l a r  J. Hennig p laces  t h e  o r i g i n  f o r  t h e  

Mov. 1st d a t e  i n  I r e l a n d  where the re  i s  an a l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  

f e a s t  of " a l l  t he  Sa in t s "  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  I r i s h  Martyrology, 
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It was only n a t u r a l  f o r  the  Ce l t i c  I r i s h  t o  a s s ign  Nov. 

1st a s  a  da te  f o r  a l l  s a i n t s  s ince  t h i s  was a l s o  C e l t i c  & 
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Year's Day. =I-- 

I r i s h  Inf luence 

Even today i n  I r e l and ,  one of the  few coun t r i e s  where 

ancient  C e l t i c  customs s t i l l  surv ive ,  A l l  Hallows Eve (Hall-  

oween) before A l l  S a i n t s  Day i s  known a s  the  Eva of Samhain 

(pronounced " ~ o w e n ~ ~ ) .  ~ a s h a i n  b i s  the  beginning of the  C e l t i c  
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New Year i n  t h e i r  a g s r i c u l t u r a l  soc ie ty ,  and marked the  end of 
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t he  grazing season. According t o  t h e i r  anc ient  custom, a l l  

f i r e s  had t o  be ext inguished and new ones l i g h t e d  t o  mark a  new 

year  which would b r ing  abundance and l i g h t ,  and another  v i c t o r y  

f o r  t h e  sun over the  powers of darkness. 

But Samhain Eve was a l s o  a  n igh t  of danger and dread when 

otherworld s p i r i t s  roamed f r e e l y  and sometimes d i sas t rous ly .  

They aould r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  world, perhaps t o  even an old score  

of i n j u s t i c e ,  o r  simply t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  dear  ones, It was a l s o  

a time when t h e  f u t u r e  could be t o l d  through t h e  custom of bobbing 

f o r  a p p l e ~ s ,  Costumes were worn by those who had done an i n j u s t i c e  
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t o  the  deoeased, and d i d n ' t  w a n t 3  t o  be v i s i t e d  by them. 

And behind t h e  masks and mischief of p res  8-day Halloween, 
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k 
Jack-0-Lan k' e r n  and " t r iTck  o r  t rea t1 '  o f fe r ings ,  s t i l l  u 
l u r k s  the anc ien t  f e a r  of malevolent spiritE$ and t h e  need t o  

u 

p laca te  them o r  simply t o  make them f e e l  welcome. 
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Although t h e r e  were no pumpkins i n  I r e l a n d ,  t h e r e  were 

p l e n t y  of overs  %/ zed ru t abagas  and t u r n i p s ,  o r  even p o t a t o e s  

i f  necessary,  t h a t  could be hallowed ou t ,  carved wi th  a  f a c e ,  
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and i l l umina ted  by a  6 cand le  t o  t h e  s p i r i t s  home 
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t o  v i s i t  wi th  f ami ly  and f r i e n d s .  

Blaak c a t s  a r e  a l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  because 

t h e  a n c i e n t  C e l t s  be l i eved  t h a t  c a t s  were once people  who were 
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changed i n t o  animals  a s  a p u n i s h p  f o r  t h e i r  having done e v i l .  

The C e l t s  a l s o  be l i eved  t h a t  s p i r i t s  l i v e d  i n  t r e e s ,  
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and would, t h e r e f o r e ,  -"knock on wood," t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  - 
t h e i r  good l u c k  would oont inue.  They a l s o  be l i eved  t h a t  s p i r i t s  

l i v e d  i n  a n  image, and bad luck  would fo l low break ing  a mir ror .  

A r r i v a l  i n  America 

The I r i s h ,  and o t h e r  C e l t s ,  brought t h e i r  c e l e b r a t i o n  of  

Halloween t o  America i n  t h e  mid-19th Century fo l lowing  t h e  

Grea t  Famine i n  I r e l a n d .  The w' e e n e r g e t i c  and inven t ive  people  

in t roduced  i r o n  t o  Northern Europe and a r e  c r e d i t e d  wi th  c r e a t i n g  

t h e  first major i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and common market,  a long 

wi th  t h e  f irst  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o u r t  of a r b i t r a t i o n  n o r t h  of t h e  

Alps. They a l s o  brought wi th  them t o  America a  deep and p e r s o n a l  

b e l i e f  i n  God and i n  t h e  goodness of a l l  c r e a t i o n .  T h e k  bel ief '  

i n  an  a f t e r - l i f e  goes back be fo re  t h e i r  convers ion  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

And t h e i r  miss ionary  s p i r i t  brought f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  t o  many p a r t s  

of t h e  world. 

And, a l s o ,  they  brought Halloween t o  America t o  honor A l l  

S a i n t s ,  and f o r  t h e  enjoyment of o h i l d r e n .  


