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Some 200 years agce Blshop John Carroll was
sppointed by the Vetican as the first leader of the fledging
Catholic Church in America following the successful Hevolutionary
Wer ageinst England., He is still today regarded as one of the
truly grest leaders in the history of the Catholic Church here,
and was also instrumentsl in setting many of the policles in

regard to the relatlonship beitween our Church and the new American

nation which are still in vogue to this day. Without Bishop John
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the Church and its people in the U.S,.
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BEuropean immigrants who arrived at our shorss seeking both

political and religious freedom.

Birth in Maryland

The first American bishop was born on Jan. 8, 1735 in Upper
Marliboro, Md., the third of seven children born to Daniel and
Eleanor (Darnell) Carroll, members of a distinguished Irish
Catholic family. On his paternal side, baby John Carroll was
descended from the well=known Keane Carrcll of Ireland, the
elder brother of Charles Carroll who emigrated to Marylsnd in
1688, and later served as attorney general for the colony which

was the first in America to grant religious freedom to all.
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Fr., Kevin/ BISHOP JOHN CARROLL/ 2

On his maternsel side, the c¢hild was a Darnell of tne
imerican branch of a distingulshed family founded by Col. Henry
Darnsll, brother-in-law of Lord Baltimore who founded the Mary-

Colony. John Carrcll's brother, Daniel (1733-1829), later
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served as a member of the Continental Congress from 1780-8lL, and
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s in Philadelphis in 1789. Daniel
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the Constitutional Congre
Csrrcll also served in the U.3. Congress as a representative
for Maryland from 1789-9L1. In addition, he was appcinted one

ners to lav out the site of the new nationsl
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capital in Washington, D.C., and asctually donated a quarber of

the land for the new naticn's capiltal.

inother prominent member of the Family was a cousin, Charles
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rroll (1737-1832}), who was the last living signer of fthe Dec-

ration of Independence, and labter served as both a senator an
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representative for Maryland in the U.3. Congress.

Education in Durope

Due to restrictive anti-Catholic laws in the American
Colonies, both John Carroll and his cousin, Charles Carroll,
went to Saint Omer in France in 1848 to obtain a2 Catholic and

B

classical education. After completing his initial studiles,
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John Carroll entered the Jesuit Order in 1753 and was ordained
to the priesthood in 1769. He then btaught in Flenders, was
chaplain to Lord Arundel in England, and then returned te Maryland

when the Jesuits were suppressed by Papal Decree in 1773.
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