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Holy Trading Cards

But nowhere, excevt on the original holy cards distributed
by the parochial school teaching sisteérs for good conduct or
good scholastic work, did the saints merit trading cards. And
there was no bubble gum given with them!

That was, however, until a lO-ish enterprising fellow by
the name of Jim Shanley of Boynton Beach, Fla., came up with
the idea of combining holy cards with trading cards. After
all, a hero is simply a great person who accomplishes much in
life — whether on an athletic field or a g@g@ spiritual
situation.

"It was just a flash of inspiration,”" explained Shanley
who 1s a member of St. Thomas More parish in Boynton Beach.
His plan is to rekindle interest in trading cards with a new
type of a spiritual card aimed at grade schoolers. In thils
way, he hopes to offer youngsters information, especially
about their Catholic Heritage. In this wé%%?ﬁé hopes to
foster a lifelong commitment to failth and even encourage
more religlous vocatlions.

Opting for the saints as his subject matter for the new
type of trading cards, Jim Shanley, with the help and great
encouragement of his wife, Betsy, and others, adapted a

spoarts-type of card with an angled text and a photo in a

four-sided frame.

-More -
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Thus he created the inviting image he wanted on what he
dubbed his "Holy Traders" cards. On the back of each card
there is a brief blography of each saint and what he or she
accomplished for the Lord and others in life. In addition,
there is a "Check 1t out" box which includes a list of Cathelic
words and terms, plus information on different devotions assoclated
with our Faith.

Help and Inspiration

During the two-year period he took to complete the procject,
Jim Shanley received spirituasl and emotional support from family
and friends. He also considers his getting involved in such a
project something of a speclal grace in his life. But his two
young daughbters added to the inspiration to focus the cards on
the younger generation. As Shanley explains the situation, he
wanted to provide them with spiritual and moral guidance.

"Within a few minutes of getting the idea," he added, "I
had the basic concept down: do a high guality card, give the
kids information, and print the cards in large quantities."

Family and friends also helped research and write the texts
for several of the cards. During the initial stages of the
project, Jim Shanley returned home each day from his day-time
job as a photo-finisher and devoted another four to eight hours

on his spiritual project.

-nore -
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It was, indeed, a labor of love and falth encouraged by
his family and friends.

Selecting Saints

But how to select saints whdﬁi&fe and work would truly
appeal bo youngsters of the 21st Century? Each bilography of
the li0-card set was selected to emphasize that the saint is a
real person who lived in the world with which the youngsters
could somehow identify. And this was especlally true if the
gaint lived 1n a different time and place.

The saint's holiness i1s also presented in a way which en-
courages present-day children to emulate the example and make
it a part of their own lives whenever possible.

Much of the artwork, too, came from various religious orders
contacted by Jim Shanley, and 1is designed toc focus on the saints
as real people who lived great and goocd lives.

The set includes such familiar saints as St. Therese of Lisleux,
St. Dominic Savino, St. Maria Goretti, St. Elizabeth Seton, =@%-
St. John Bosco, Sf\j‘/ﬂﬁ‘) ST THorhs /‘r\g)‘l‘\?’f) A S7. ﬂﬁ;,‘"f([&/(“

Initial Printing

Confident in the value of the "Holy Traders" project, Shanley
decided to print 10,000 sets with his own funds. They are marketed
through many Catholic outlets at $7 per set. TFor information,
call: 1-800-242-8l,67, or write: Aziriah Company, 1827 Stonehaven

Dr., Boynton Beach, FL 33436,
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